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O
Photos by Kimberly Kweder.

By Kimberly Kweder 

ver 350 residents spent last Saturday
sprucing up neighborhoods in the City of
Annapolis to celebrate Earth Day and the
city’s
annual GreenScape program. GreenScape is
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a community partnership investing in beautification,
cleanup and planting in public spaces throughout the city. 

It was founded through the efforts of former mayor
Ellen Moyer in 1991, and for the last 29 years, hundreds of
projects have been initiated and adopted by individuals,
schools, churches, and community associations
through GreenScape. 

Annapolis Recreation and Parks sets a budget for
beautification efforts. This year’s $15,000 city-funded
budget covers 72 projects in total, according to
horticulturist Marisa Wittlinger, who manages the plant
materials and meetings. 

“Everyone benefits—that’s what’s great about it. The
city benefits because we’re improving public spaces …
residents get to enjoy these beautiful places that they
created,” says Wittlinger.  

Each year, GreenScape accepts requests for projects
and purchases the plant materials. Each order applicant has
a $300 limit. This year, the city provided 2,261 perennials,
57 trees, 35 shrubs, 467 herbs and vegetables, and mulch.  

Some of the spring planting projects date back over 10
years. 

Ton, a 21-year-old volunteer was helping on the Bay
Ridge Avenue “islands” project. Years ago, 13 concrete
barricades were installed in the middle of the road to slow

SHIP FROM PORT OF

BALTIMORE RUNS

AGROUND NEAR CAPE

CHARLES

VIDEO: MARITIME

MUSEUM DEBUTS NEW

EXHIBITS

13-YEAR-OLD SETS

NEW MD. STATE

FISHING RECORD

CRITICS SLAM NEW

BAY BRIDGE SPAN

PLAN

http://d.adroll.com/r/ISRFVJ4CYZEJLCRYPCOWW4/XRVEJ4F2K5DF7C2C4OV7OI/5331a64b1146608eb8391b497ef8e320.re?adroll_ad_payload=__HIA5MBkwHFA4DIA3wAAa1TTWgkRRTu7omuuOyCEQb0NKiIh-mZ_u_pwWGZJNMzm4xJNpk4kyDbVlfVzDaZ_tn-yZqLuCCiS1T8RWMQkT3tTXfBkwezBVG3q0Uh6kFlQa9e1NOCYCdLwN2TB-tUVe_jve-9932_MPUCKQ6UxYWne81Be62zMjszvTwv9fqnWxOkuKy3u52llb5smh1zptvsLE8_ZS5OkqlzcRxE9WrVBpsXMF4fb1ag71Y3_HHixRiHER8FYQIxnwQ88DwQ-GMn4h2PH4UYexEEAX6IfHaUZBThoBLgIMAhcjxcwSipAuQ6UeT4XhUEwdiBID64n0pi13IxchK3AQP4-MEz8pMQ4kaIYxCOcOx4o8NvCNwAOCOvkVeOrTtjMQ7dxgh7OATj22A_p-3FDYBCfzy27JwzDg8jG9hDftgIQE7GG1lj4OGHSbFl9labWnOltdQ6bbaW2-b0Un9usUaK893ZKW22rU_NmquDptKdO9NZ6w3qGTNxq_wkecAeA7hu2f5zVhA6ME9o7k1yv7698-Ola_u_77y59c32y1uvf3F8bveZjDlT_vksa5OTU63uQt_qdVqWudCdObebbCcRj0EU8yJKL2beO1c_T18kHPbSV8iJO_aRvkaO9Z2c_4Uo3SbcQjP9IHv20rfz6Ud3Az9m0svN9KvtIPRRAg9GnX5NnkAYiIqs6SKUVc3QgIxFPARIAUBSFGyLNV1VRFUR0ht79068kTHm-z-kad7QX5_8sX_z0-9_2985aiilhElv7Z0sXCT34Q0H-Z4V0_p76d9vCZUaZQuEtSk7SSYlTRDroiLUpwVBqB8cyj5CSgZWEVSxLEsiQJqi6ENDtVUJq4oBDE01KPsoKelQtyVbVg1JNwQN60NBQxjZQygNoSHbEmUf-y8g467ZUPYUKbZva6XUzbVU6h1pibJNlrKIFOIAUnadMJTd2qXsq_-HPSj7J2ER5QYZw968QrlVciI6HyQja0O3JMGSKLd2nXJnD4VFOTdjPnz3O8qdz5hC4zLlnifVEXBdYDluvtLcV7kdcnuhMi-KFUFTykJFVSVJNcq8UtEUTRQp9wK5X6xIes3AvKBR7qWMEa_2KPclKWmyMDRq0lCpAUFVdVVVJFUSbKCpNShgqFDuBjmGNj3gOpBy2U_Mgw4vyIaoK2JNgkiG0DZ0OtG9Tu-5Qo7_y6j_AMQM2ryMLETfRrDGfcrY&adroll_subnetwork=r&cpm=YIrRTgACfakDogeRAAtei7EUzZy81Y4Wr-frEg&adroll_network=g&clickurl=https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk%3Fsa%3DL%26ai%3DCWD1zTtGKYKn7CZGPiM0Pi72toALq3Mr5XO6Gq8NNwI23ARABIABgyf6IiYikhBCCARdjYS1wdWItNzQwNzAwMzE0ODg0MDYwNsgBCagDAaoE-wFP0HajkTvj1SABiML9HuSQlvOguOk3t6vBEN6eaWyyT66XCRXM7jW2u5vkJnbA4Y6UIkytSdMpuE_RSyDx3J7-RUkBWosVzZHX4ojJ5t3No7i7-_kEVvubeNNw0lzLqmanxtQ5G3cs0JnClaTqDfBcbLrHRNqeLQEx5o1AOwaHbKItrwZGZNFm2PDuldCMkCMxUXa59x0TR8yDvAvEPyeftM9vXeZzr1i6hYRKx7NJ-oOPTdHjWklwJaJiwytVc6L068N2VhgEiXhRK4_LvnIx3U4gdU9L49Z5Gcv49FqoL_xqS8cB_r-_Mw7Hli2J7vw_qngwggypJ_aYnYAGlYrX6JPNy8cUoAYhiAcBkAcCqAemvhuoB_DZG6gH8tkbqAfs1RuoB5bYG9gHANIIAhAC-gsCCAGADAE%26num%3D1%26cid%3DCAMSeQClSFh33079k2gjyqSxxJ8tOBqtT7ZkfvApptiKsF9pgJvxd15_5J-ZoVXsW3qD0W2zLG0zZo7uHP988h4ul8azY1PFIXOyqGcB37XjXTbew7XPmQB2UZEN5-TrmAfwQgOiC97WmBWEFxXnwrGoiV0Fq2mO0oeNG68%26sig%3DAOD64_0kwC91rCyAhUoPmAPqqYLFC7bk3Q%26client%3Dca-pub-7407003148840606%26adurl%3D
https://chesapeakebaymagazine.com/ship-from-port-of-baltimore-runs-aground-off-cape-charles/
https://chesapeakebaymagazine.com/video-maritime-museum-debuts-new-exhibits/
https://chesapeakebaymagazine.com/13-year-old-sets-new-md-state-fishing-record/
https://chesapeakebaymagazine.com/critics-slam-new-bay-bridge-span-plan/


4/29/2021 Volunteers Spruce up Annapolis in GreenScape - Bay Weekly

https://bayweekly.com/volunteers-spruce-up-annapolis-in-greenscape/ 4/5

down speedy cars. The City of Annapolis originally started
plantings on the islands which then became
a GreenScape project. Ton said some of the residents have
adopted the barricades through a city-funded budget item
for beautification efforts.  

“Right now the islands are beautiful; they are in full
bloom. The rose bushes and crepe myrtles are mature,” Ton
said. “We call ourselves the ‘Eastport Island People.’ We
tried to find a funny name. Some people even dressed up,
one with a bumblebee uniform, during
initial GreenScapes.”   

Grow Annapolis, a nonprofit community garden
project, educates residents on healthy food and uses
Eastport Firehouse Gardens as a GreenScape site. 

“Thanks to the GreenScape program, Grow Annapolis
is able to supply our Eastport Firehouse community garden
with 60 bags of Leaf-Gro to keep the vegetable gardens
thriving,” writes Beth Santin, a Grow Annapolis gardener. 

Signs of GreenScape projects can be found along the
Navy Marine Corps Stadium trails, with plantings of tulips
and daffodils bursting with color. “It’s fun to drive around
and see how the projects look,” Wittlinger said.  

In the fall, GreenScape supports national Make a
Difference Day, a smaller-scale effort made up of 15
projects where the program gives out tulips and daffodils
for volunteers. Volunteers planted 2,525 bulbs in public
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spaces throughout Annapolis during Make A Difference
Day in October 2020. 

 For more information,
visit www.annapolis.gov/GreenScape 
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